
ENDING ISOLATION REQUIREMENTS – CLOSE CONTACT

Inclusion- ALL WABs Patients who are considered a close contact, within 14 days of contact 

Classified as a close contact- See SA Health definition below 

Total 7 completed days
Out of isolation 00.01hrs of day 8, 
following negative PCR test or RAT 

SITUATION

TIME IN 
ISOLATION

If entering a 
high risk 

setting within 
14 days

If risk of or 
requiring an 

aerosol 
generating 
procedure

Within 7 days of exposure

Treat as SCOVID- regardless 
of PCR result on admission

8-14 days after exposure
PCR Negative- nurse in a single room SCOVID precautions (ANG Ward)
PCR Unknown- nurse in a single room SCOVID precautions (ANG Ward)
PCR Test Positive – nurse in single room COVID precautions (ANG Ward) 

Who is a 
close contact

FOLLOW-UP 
TESTING

As Recommended by SA Health 
• PCR test as soon as informed and repeat 

on day 6, if have symptoms OR
• RAT on day 1, 3, 5 and 7 days, if have no 

symptoms. 
• If develop symptoms during isolation 

PCR test   
• Routine Rapid PCR on admission

Treat as SCOVID

PCR Test NEGATIVE OR 
UNKOWN

Treat as SCOVID

SA health Definition 
Who is a close contact?
In South Australia a ‘close contact’ is defined as someone who:

• Is a household member or intimate partner of a person with COVID-19 during 
their infectious period

• has had close personal interaction with a person with COVID-19 for a 
cumulative period of 4 hours or more during their infectious period:

o where masks are not worn by the person and the COVID-19 case and
o in close physical proximity (within 1.5metres)and
o in an indoor setting

• has been notified by SA Health that they are a close contact
• has been to an exposure site listed on the SA Health website.

If you have previously tested positive for COVID-19 , you will NOT be 
considered a close contact for 12 WEEKS after your release from isolation

CAUTION
If a woman is 

admitted during the 
isolation period, take a 
routine rapid PCR test 

on admission or as 
soon as notified and

on day 6,
irrespective of  

symptom status

PCR Test 
POSITIVE

Full COVID 
precautions


